AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

The   rhetorician,   the   demagogue   and  the
sophist had done their work and Plutarch tells
us  that  the  Athenians  from  being  sober,
thrifty and  self-supporting  people,  became
"lovers of expense, intemperance and licence."
The  price   of liberty  is   eternal  vigilance,
vigilance on the part of the rulers, vigilance
on the part of the people.   Under a despotic
ruler, monarch or dictator, all the people have
to do is to obey, and the system may work
well so long as the despot is a wise and good
ruler.   But no succession can be guaranteed
and   the   system   cannot   last.   The   forest
beech is a magnificent tree but nothing grows
beneath its shade.

And the rule of the despot is the last under
which men of the quality to govern a civilised
people in the twentieth century can be raised*
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